
   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Pastorôs Desk: 

 
 Recalling Christmases of childhood, I most remember two gifts.  The first was 

a football.  It was exactly what I wanted and had asked Santa for.  I was so proud and 

protective of my football that I got very angry with my brother when he kicked it 

(imagine kicking a football!!!) and wouldnõt let him play with it anymore.  Whatever 

happened to that Christmas gift has long since been lost from my memory bank, but 

there remains the memory that it was what I wanted and got. 

 The second gift was a navel orange.  I never asked for this gift but I got one or 

two every Christmas.  Truth is I was more delighted with the oranges than with any 

other gift I received.  These big, juicy oranges were pure gold, gifts best enjoyed in 

solitude (for obvious reasons).  Even to this day navel oranges are my favorite fruit; 

enjoyable at any time of the year. 

 The best Christmas gifts quite often turn out to be the ones we didnõt ask for.  

Putting aside our wants and wishes frees us to enjoy gifts of grace and love from 

those who care about us.  Not asking only for what we want allows the giver to make 

a gift of self as well as of grace and love.  The giving of a gift and the reasons for 

giving should be as meaningful as the gift itself. 

 Godõs gift of Himself to the world was not a gift anyone would have asked for, 

at least not in the way He gave Himself.  The world would have preferred a real king, 

a prince, a warrior, someone of power and influence.  Instead a child was given.  

Helpless, dependent, born in obscurity and poverty, this Child was the gift no one 

would have asked for, except for those who knew God well. 

 God has given out of His love for us the most gracious and precious gift the 

world has ever received.  We didnõt ask for this Gift, but how blessed we are to 

receive it.  This precious and wondrous Gift was not on our list, but how could we 

ever live without it? 

 We canõt; and God knew that. 
        Merry Christmas, 

        BroKen 

Church Staff 

Ken Bowman ............................... Senior Pastor 

Simon Chigumira .................. Associate Pastor 

Roan Smith ........................... Church Secretary 

Shelly Neeb ....... Director, Christian Education 

Kathy Powers ........... Director, Youth Activities 

Martha Ann Cochran ........ Director, Pre-school 

Heather LaRoche .. Director, Mothersõ Day Out 

Trish Shallin................................ Choir Director 

Gloria Lanassa ....................... Organist/Pianist 

Jack Elliott ........................................ Custodian 
 

Schedule of Ministries: 
 

Sunday 

Sunday School .......................................... 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship ...................................... 10:00 a.m. 

English as a Second Language ................ 4:00 p.m. 

Youth Fellowship ....................................... 5:30 p.m. 

Disciple Bible Study .................................. 5:30 p.m. 
Nursery Available for Sunday School & Worship  & upon 

request for special activities. 
 

Monday 

Mission Knitters ...................................... 10:00 a.m. 

  1st & 3rd Monday each month 

UMW Night Circle ...................................... 6:30 p.m. 

  2nd Monday each month 

Bell Choir Rehearsal ................................. 7:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 

Trustees .................................................... 7:00 p.m. 

  1st Tuesday each month 

UMW Day Circle ...................................... 10:00 a.m. 

  2nd Tuesday each month 

Evangelism Committee ............................. 6:30 p.m. 

  2nd Tuesday each month 

Finance Committee .................................. 6:30 p.m. 

  3nd Tuesday each month 
 

Wednesday 

Prayer Service ........................................... 6:00 p.m. 

UMM .......................................................... 6:30 p.m. 

  2nd Wednesday each month 

BSA Troop 4 .............................................. 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Praise Choir Rehearsal ............................. 6:30 p.m. 

BSA Pack 199 ........................................... 7:00 p.m. 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal .......................... 7:15 p.m. 
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Visit us on the Web @ 

www.auroraumc.org 

Phone:  504/394-5483 
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Remember in Your Prayers:  Jack Cochran; Tom Gill (brother of Martha Ann Cochran); Jean 

Brannon; Jeeviah Simon; Oscar Reiss; Betty Morales; Elizabeth Hood; Pam Wegmann; John 

Weiler; Donna Haney; Pam Withee; Steve Holloway; Ben Hardgrove and Family; Scot Noss; 

Anthony Thompson; Glenn A Souife; Robert Williams (father of David Williams); Jim and 

Carol Shelton; Christopher Braley; Dee Miller; the leaders of our local, state, and national 

governments and their advisors; Americaõs military personnel and their families. 

 

   
  

 

 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

The morning circle will meet 10:30 a.m., December 9, at the 

home of Barbara Hanson, 5525 Sutton, for their annual 

Christmas program.  The meal will be potluck and please 

bring a white elephant gift (wrapped) for a fun time. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History in Four Meals, Michael Pollan  

  

Pay It Forward, Catherine Ryan Hyde  

  

A Political Reading of the Life of Christ, George W. Baldwin  

  

The Purpose Driven  Life, Rick Warren  

  

The Red Tent, Anita Diamant  

  

Secrets of the Vine: Breaking Through to Abundance, Bruce Wilkerson  

  

Small Miracles of Love and Friendship, Yitta Halberstam  

  

Sound the Deep Waters: Women's Romantic Poetry of the Romantic Age, Edited by  

Pamela Norris  

  

Teacher Man, Frank McCourt  

  

Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to Promote Peace...One School at a Time, 

Greg Mortenson  

  

Tuesdays with Morrie, Mitch Albom  

  

What Color Is Your Parachute? Richard Nelson Bolles  

  

Why New Orleans Matters, Tom Piazza  

  

Witness in Palestine: A Jewish American Woman in the Occupied Territories, Anna 

Baltzer  

   

We also have a large new selection of award -winning children's books.  

 

        Submitted by Linda Prout  

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                  
 

  

 

 

1 Dead in Attic, Chris Rose  

  

500 Places to Take your Kids  Before They Grow Up, Frommer's  

  

Chicken Soup for the Soul, Jack Canfield  

  

The Combination (Neighborhood Story Project), Ashley Nelson  

  

Everyday Miracles: True Stories That Could Change Your Life, Jonathan Collins  

  

The Freedom Writers Diary, Erin Gruwell  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

 
 

Dec. 1 Mission Knitters 10:00 a.m. 

 

Dec. 2 Trustees 7:00 p.m. 

 

Dec. 9 UMW Day Circle 10:30 a.m. 

 Barbara Hansonõs 

 

Dec. 9 UMW Night Circle 6:30 p.m. 

 Pat Richardsõ 

 

Dec. 9 Evangelism Committee 6:30 p.m. 

 

Dec. 10 United Methodist Men 6:30 p.m. 

 

Dec. 12 Pancake Breakfast 7:30 a.m. 

 Bake Sale 

 

Dec. 13 Workday @ Church 8:00 a.m. 

 

Dec. 15 Mission Knitters 10:00 a.m. 

 

Dec. 16 Finance Committee 6:30 p.m. 

 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service 6:00 p.m. 

  

Dec. 25 Christmas Day                              

 

December 31 New Yearõs Eve 6:00 p.m. 

 

Please submit news articles in writing to the church office by December 23 

or e-mail to kenginger@bellsouth.net. 

Important Dates to Remember 

For December 

 

 

CHECK IT OUT  

  

If you love to read, here are some great new 

books that have been donated to our church 

library.   To borrow one, just remove the card from 

the back of the book, write your name and the 

date on the card, and drop it in the black card file 
box.   You may keep the books for three weeks . 

Growing Strong in the Seasons of Life, Charles R. Swindoll  

  

Katrina: The Ruin and Recovery of New Orleans, Times -Picayune Staff  

  

Katrinaville Chr onicles: Images and Observations from a New Orleans 

Photographer, David G. Spielman  

  

The Last Lecture, Randy Pausch  

  

Leah Chase: Listen, I Say Like This, Carol Allen  

  

Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust, 

Immaculee Ilibagiza  

  

Lett er to My Daughter, Maya Angelou  

  

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, Ishmael Beah  

  

My New Orleans: Ballads to the Big Easy, Edited by Rosemary James  

  
 


